2 NOTES AND COMMUNICATIONS
In (a) the preposition I -f-suffix is added to the verb in which the vowel of the suffix is lengthened. The penultimate vowel is always prominent. In (6) where -u is elided the anaptyctic vowel -a-is inserted in the singular but not in the plural. In this paradigm the penultimate vowel is always prominent.
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LOSS OF I OR r IN TIBETAN INITIAL CONSONANTAL CLUSTERS
The paucity of sounds in Sino-Tibetan words constitutes one of the major difficulties of etymological research in this field. Initial clusters with I or r are therefore of great importance as they appear to offer safe guidance in assembling Tibetan word families. Though in general they may be regarded as stable elements, this stability, as the following examples will show, is by no means absolute. While making due allowance for a possibly secondary nature in some cases of an r preceding a guttural stem-initial 1 -see p. 443, nn. 6 and 7-there would still seem to be more than 40 examples where there is clear evidence for the loss of I or r. It will be noted that in these cases I and r occur either in shifted position (I) or when the clusters are preceded by an s-prefix (II). In an appendix a few cases have been added where, owing to the presence of an original s-prefix, we witness ^-clusters in which the (dental) stem-initial itself has disappeared. I I or r preceding the stem-initial (6) Loss of I or r may also occur as a result of iotization : *skylun-ka > skyun-ka 13 ' jackdaw ' ; cf. the palatalized variant Icun-ka < *clun-ka *skyribs > skyibs ' shelter ' The original r-cluster must be inferred from sgrib ' shadow ', which (in the modern language) occurs also in the meaning of ' shelter '.
We observe both loss of the r and absorption of the s-prefix in the process of palatalization in *sgyreA-ba ( < sgreA-ba 14 > bze-h-ba) 15 ' to raise' B. Labial stem-initial We observe simplification of smr-to sm-: *smro-ba > smo-ba ' to talk ', cf. smra-ba ' idem ', smran ' word, speech ' 1 6 *smras-pa > smas-pa ' wound, wounded ', cf. rmas-pa ' idem ' 1 7 APPENDIX It will have been noticed that examples of clusters with an s-prefix and dental stem-initial are missing in section II. In clusters of that kind not the I or r, but the dental stem-initial is lost. In the case of r this development is well known, cf., e.g., sron-ba (pf. bsrans, fut. bsran) ' to straighten ' by the side of draft-po ' straight', or sro-ba ' to warm ' by the side of dro-ba ' warm '. But cases with s-prefix and I are less easily recognized, as we witness at the same time a voicing of the prefix:
